Year 11 into 12 Transition Task One
Subject

English Language

This work is intended to support your ability to successfully make the transition to A Level
study. You do not need to send this work to us.

One of the things you will quickly notice about the study of language at A Level is that
‘text’ doesn’t only mean books or a way to communicate with your friends. You might
have studied quite a lot of literary fiction on your English courses so far and even when it
hasn’t been literature, it has probably been what is broadly termed ‘literary non-fiction’.
On an A Level English Language course, you will analyse all sorts of language and texts.
Task 1:
This activity gives you a taste of that and asks you to think a bit more about the
language around you all the time. Look at the four ‘texts’ below and consider the
following:
o What are they about?
o What they might mean – their purpose, ideas, messages, opinions, personalities being
expressed?
o How they use different methods of communication: design, colour, vocabulary
choices, structure, style, interaction.
Task 2:
Choose three texts and use the questions below to make some quick notes about how
they compare in their uses of language.
Once you’ve done this, think about gathering your own set of texts from the world
around you. Like these texts here, your texts could be written, spoken, online, serious,
silly, informative, clever and/or important. Try to find at least five interesting texts and use
the same questions to help you think about them.
Questions to ask about your choice of texts
• What is the language in each text designed to achieve? Do you notice any
differences between the three you have chosen? Who is their intended audience?
• How have visual elements been used in the texts? Any differences?
• If any of the three were originally spoken, do you notice anything distinctive about
them?
• How easy or difficult is it to analyse some of these texts? Does it feel like you can
analyse them in the same way as a piece of literature, for example?

Text 1

A description of the boardgame, Space Cats Fight Fascism (TESA Collective games) on the
back of the box.

Text 2

The blurb from the back of a book (Akala’s Natives, published by Two Roads).

Text 3
And it’s controlled beautifully by Jack Harrison who beats his man and whips a ball
across the face of goal. It’s an inviting ball aaaaand it’s Ben White who gets on the end
of it to put it past the keeper’s outstretched hand. First goal of the season for the central
defender and what a great team goal that was.
Part of a radio commentary on a football match.

Text 4: A tweet from a local record shop on Record Store Day.

If you have any questions, please email english@manor.school

